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AnnouncementsAATS Third Alton Ochsner Research Scholar Research
Scholarship, 2015-2017
Now accepting applications—July 1st DeadlineThe AATS Third Alton Ochsner Research Scholarship pro-
vides an opportunity for research, training, and experience
for North American surgeons committed to pursuing an
academic career in cardiothoracic surgery. The duration of
the scholarship is to be two years and applications must be
submitted during the candidates’ first two years in an
academic position.The yearly stipend for this scholarship shall be $80,000
that will be paid to the host institution for support of
salary, research supplies, travel, and other legitimate
academic expenses of the scholar. The stipend is to be
used for direct salary support and related research expenses
only.For more information or to apply, please visit the AATS
Web site at www.aats.org.The Journal of Thoracic and CarNew in 2014—Save the Date
AATS Cardiovascular Valve Symposium
September 4-6, 2014
Hilton Istanbul, Istanbul, Turkey
Program Directors
David H. Adams
Mount Sinai School of Medicine
New York, New York, USA
Sertac Cicek
Anadolu Medical Center
Istanbul, Turkey
Joseph S. Coselli
Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas, USA
Pedro J. del Nido
Children’s Hospital
Boston, Massachusetts, USA
For more information, visit www.aats.org/valveistanbulThe American Association for
Thoracic Surgery Journals
Seminars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular
Surgery
Seminars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Edi-
tors Dr Harvey Pass and Dr Todd Rosengart would like
to call your attention to several articles of interest in the
next issue of the journal. ‘‘Discussions in Cardiothoracic
Treatment and Care’’ features a roundtable on ‘‘TAVR’’
moderated by Dr Craig Smith with expert discussantsDrs Vinod Thourani, Michael Reardon, Charanjit Rihal,
and Neil Moat debating the merits and pitfalls of TAVR
and the future of cardiac intervention. The Editors also
want to emphasize the ‘‘News and Views’’ article by
Dr Bruce Ferguson on ‘‘The Affordable Care Act: Impli-
cations for Cardiac Surgery.’’ Dr Ferguson explains the
‘‘ObamaCare’’ Act and its impact on the specialty –an
important read for any cardiothoracic surgeon. The last
highlighted article is a ‘‘Current Readings’’ contribution
written by Dr William Rom from New York University
on the most recent studies on blood-based biomarkers
for diagnosing lung cancer.The Western Thoracic Surgical
AssociationWTSA 40th Annual Meeting
Save the Date!
June 25-28, 2014
The St. Regis Monarch Beach
Dana Point, California
Applications for Membership
The WTSA is now accepting Applications for Membership
online for Active as well as Candidate membership status.
Visit the WTSA Web site at www.westernthoracic.org toread the complete membership eligibility requirements and
to initiate an online application.
Active Member
$325.00 annually, plus $50.00 initiation fee
Applicant must meet all membership criteria, including but
not limited to:
 Reside within or have completed a cardiothoracic res-
idency training program within the geographic limits
of the Association.
 Have been engaged in the practice of thoracic and
cardiovascular surgery for at least three years follow-
ing completion of postgraduate training. If a candidate
completed his/her thoracic surgical residency in an
institution within the geographic limits of thediovascular Surgery c Volume 147, Number 4 1447
